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CONSTITUTION. 


ARTICLE  I. 

The  Society  shall  be  styled  “  The  Lancaster  County  Agricultural 
Society.” 


ARTICLE  II. 

The  object  of  the  society  shall  be  the  promotion  of  agricultural  and 
rural  affairs  within  the  county  of  Lancaster. 


ARTICLE  III. 

Sec.  1. — All  citizens  of  the  county  of  Lancaster  who  are  actually 
engaged  in  or  may  feel  an  interest  in  the  business  of  agriculture,  who 
shall  pay  the  contribution  hereinafter  specified  and  sign  this  Consti¬ 
tution  on  or  before  the  first  day  of  January  1851,  or  shall  be  duly 
elected,  shall  thereupon  become  either  life  or  annual  members  of  the 
society,  as  the  case  may  be. 

Sec.  2. — Citizens  of  Lancaster  county  desirous  of  becoming  life 
or  annual  members  after  the  first  day  of  January  1851,  may  be  pro¬ 
posed  by  a  member  at  any  regular  meeting,  their  names  entered 
on  the  minutes,  and  elected  by  a  vote  of  the  majority  of  the  mem¬ 
bers  present ;  whereupon  by  paying  the  sums  requisite  to  constitute 
them  life  or  annual  members  as  the  case  may  be,  they  shall  become 
members. 

Sec.  3. — Distinguished  Agriculturists  or  persons  promoting  the 
objects  of  the  society  by  voluntary  contributions  or  valuable  infor¬ 
mation,  residing  in  other  counties,  States  or  countries  may  be  elected 
Honorary  Members  at  any  regular  meeting  by  a  vote  of  the  majority, 
without  payment  of  contribution  or  right  of  voting,  but  with  the  right 
to  participate  in  debate. 

Sec.  4. — The  Secretary  shall  issue  engraved  certificates,  signed  by 
the  President  and  Secretary  of  the  society,  to  each  member,  to  the 
following  import : 

u  The  Lancaster  County  Agricultural  Society  have  elected 
a  member  of  the  society  in  testimony  of  their  confidence  in 
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his  capacity  and  inclination  to  promote  the  objects  of  their  Institution, 
and  to  foster  the  science  and  practice  of  agriculture  generally 

PAYMENTS  — ARTICLE  IY. 

Sec.  1 — Annual  members  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer,  at  the  time 
of  signing  the  Constitution,  the  sum  of  One  Dollar,  and  the  same 
sum  annually  thereafter;  but  if  any  such  member  shall  neglect  to  pay 
his  annual  contribution  for  one  whole  year,  he  shall  thereupon  cease 
to  be  a  member;  and  shall  only  be  reinstated  by  a  vote  of  the  society, 
and  payment  of  his  omitted  contributions. 

Sec.  2. — Life  members  shall  consist  of  citizens  of  Lancaster  county 
who  shall  pay  to  the  Treasurer  the  sum  of  Twenty  Dollars,  and 
subscribe  to  the  Constitution,  without  any  annual  contributions. 

OFFICERS.— ARTICLE  Y. 

Sec.  1. — The  officers  shall  be  one  President,  two  Yice  Presidents, 
one  Recording  Secretary,  one  Corresponding  Secretary,  one  Librarian, 
one  Treasurer  and  seven  Managers. 

Sec.  2. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  President  to  preside  at  all 
the  meetings  of  the  society  when  present,  deliver  the  premiums 
when  awarded  by  the  proper  committees,  and  sign  all  orders  on  the 
Treasurer. 

Sec.  3. — In  the  absence  of  the  President,  the  eldest  Yice  Presi¬ 
dent,  and  in  the  absence  of  both  Yice  Presidents,  the  eldest  Manager 
present,  shall  perform  the  duties  of  President. 

Sec.  4. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Recording  Secretary  to  keep 
an  accurate  record  of  the  proceedings  of  each  meeting,  attest  all 
orders  on  the  Treasury  and  other  acts  of  the  President,  and  preserve 
the  papers  of  the  society. 

Sec.  5 — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary  to 
manage  all  the  correspondence ;  to  read  to  the  society  all  reports  and 
communications,  and  to  prepare  for  the  press  all  documents  ordered  to 
be  published. 

Sec.  G. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Librarian  to  take  charge  of 
the  books  of  the  society,  and  loan  them  to  the  members  under  such 
regulations  as  shall  be  prescribed  in  the  By-Laws. 

Sec.  7. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Treasurer  to  collect  all  the 
funds  of  the  society ;  pay  all  orders  drawn  in  due  form ;  keep  a  reg¬ 
ular  account  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  the  society;  and,  when 
required,  to  produce  his  account  at  any  stated  meeting.  He  shall 
give  bond  in  such  amount,  with  sureties,  as  the  Managers  shall  direct. 

Sec.  8. — It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Managers,  of  whose  Board  the 
President  and  Yice  Presidents  shall  be  ex-officio  members,  to  hold 
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the  annual  exhibitions ;  to  make  and  carry  into  effect  all  the  arrange¬ 
ments  necessary  therefor;  to  propose,  and  by  committees  appointed 
by  them,  award  all  the  premiums  of  the  society;  to  cause  all  analyses 
of  soils  and  manures  and  all  necessary  scientific  investigations  to  bo 
made ;  to  audit  once  in  each  year  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer ;  and 
to  cause  to  be  published  such  of  the  society’s  transactions  as  shall  be 
deemed  expedient. 

QUORUM.— ARTICLE  VI. 

Sec.  1. — Nine  annual  or  life  members  shall  form  a  quorum  for  the 
transaction  of  any  business  at  any  stated  or  special  meeting. 

Sec.  2  — Five  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  including  ex- 
officio  members,  shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  any 
business  of  the  Board. 

ELECTIONS.— ARTICLE  VII. 

All  officers  after  the  present  year,  shall  be  chosen  by  ballot  at  the 
first  stated  meeting  in  each  year,  and  shall  continue  in  office  one  year, 
or  until  successors  are  duly  chosen. 

TOWNSHIP  COMMITTEES.— ARTICLE  VIII. 

The  Board  of  Managers  shall  annually  appoint  a  committee  of 
three  members  in  each  township,  whose  duty  it  shall  be,  at  the  last 
meeting  in  each  year,  to  make  a  brief  written  report  to  the  Secretary, 
showing  the  state  and  improvement,  if  any,  of  the  crops,  seeds,  ma¬ 
nures,  stock,  implements  and  tillage,  and  of  such  other  matters  as 
may  be  deserving  of  note,  in  their  respective  townships  during  the 
year. 

MEETINGS.— ARTICLE  IX. 

Sec.  1. — There  shall  be  two  stated  meetings  of  the  society  in  each 
year,  at  such  place  in  the  city  of  Lancaster  as  the  Board  of  Managers 
shall  determine  ;  one  on  the  second  Tuesday  in  January,  and  the 
other  on  the  first  Wednesday  in  September. 

Sec.  2. — There  shall  be  special  meetings  on  such  days  and  at  such 
place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  determine,  but  not  without  at 
least  two  week’s  notice  in  not  less  than  two  newspapers  of  the  city  of 
Lancaster. 

EXHIBITIONS.— ARTICLE  X. 

There  shall  be  a  general  Exhibition,  Cattle  Show  and  Ploughing 
Match,  at  such  time  and  place  and  under  such  regulations,  consistent 
with  this  Constitution,  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  determine. 

PREMIUMS.— ARTICLE  XI. 

Sec.  1. — A  list  of  all  premiums  offered  shall  be  published  in  at 
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least  three  newspapers,  or  in  handbills,  at  least  one  month  before  the 
exhibition. 

Sec.  2. — All  competitors  for  premiums  must  be  life  or  annual  mem¬ 
bers  of  the  society. 

Sec.  8. — All  articles  offered  for  premiums  must  be  owued  by  the 
persons  offering  them,  or  by  members  of  their  families. 

Sec.  4. — All  products  of  the  soil,  or  manufactured  articles  offered 
for  premiums,  must  be  produced  or  manufactured  in  this  county. 

Sec.  5. — All  animals  offered  for  premiums  must  be  reared  or  fat¬ 
tened  in  this  county. 

Sec  G. — Each  person  to  whom  a  premium  shall  be  awarded,  must, 
on  request  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  furnish  a  short  written 
statement  of  the  manner  of  culture  of  the  crop,  the  mode  of  manu¬ 
facturing  the  article,  or  the  history,  pedigree  and  treatment  of  the 
animal  for  which  the  premium  is  awarded. 

Sec.  7. — No  premiums  on  a  grain  or  grass  crop  shall  be  awarded 
for  less  than  one  acre,  or  on  root  crops  for  less  than  one-fourth  of  an 
acre ;  grain  to  be  measured  or  weighed  according  to  the  usual  stan¬ 
dards  ;  roots,  clear  of  the  tops,  to  be  weighed  at  sixty  pounds  to  the 
bushel ;  and  grass  and  other  crops  to  be  ascertained  in  such  mode  as 
the  Board  of  Managers  snail  specify. 

FLOWERS,  FRUITS  AND  GARDEN  VEGETABLES. 
ARTICLE  XII. 

Sec.  1. — If  they  deem  it  expedient,  the  Board  of  Managers  may 
annually  call  a  meeting,  at  such  time  and  place  as  shall  be  most  suit¬ 
able,  of  such  members  of  this  society  as  feel  more  immediately  inter¬ 
ested  in  the  cultivation  and  improvement  of  Flowers,  Fruits  and 
Garden  Vegetables. 

Sec.  2. — If  such  meeting  be  sufficiently  large  to  promise  success, 
the  Board  of  Managers  shall  appoint  and  make  suitable  arrangements 
for  one  general  annual  exhibition  of  Flowers,  Fruits  and  Garden 
Vegetables;  or  for  exhibitions  of  each  of  them  separately,  at  such 
time  and  place  as  the  meeting  shall  determine. 

Sec.  3. — At  such  exhibitions,  suitable  premiums,  out  of  the  funds 
of  the  society,  shall  be  offered  and  awarded,  subject  to  Article  XI 
relative  to  premiums. 

ALTERATION  OF  CONSTITUTION.— ARTICLE  XIII. 

No  alteration  of  this  Constitution  shall  take  place  unless  the  same 
shall  have  been  proposed  at  a  special  or  stated  meeting  of  the  society, 
entered  on  the  minutes  thereof,  and  adopted  by  the  votes  of  the  ma¬ 
jority  present  at  the  next  stated  meeting. 
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BY-LAWS.— ARTICLE  XIV. 

Sec.  1. — The  standing  By-Laws  of  the  society  shall  be  prepared  by 
the  Board  of  Managers,  and  laid  before  any  stated  or  special  meeting  ; 
and  on  being  adopted  by  a  majority  of  the  members  present  at  the 
then  next  or  any  subsequent  stated  or  special  meeting,  shall  go  into 
immediate  effect. 

Sec.  2. — Alterations  in  the  By-Laws  should  be  effected  in  the 
same  manner. 

ORDER  OF  BUSINESS.— ARTICLE  XY. 

At  the  meetings  of  the  society  the  order  of  business  shall  be  : 
after  calling  the  roll — 

1.  Reading  of  the  Minutes  of  last  meeting. 

2.  Election  of  new  Members. 

3.  Reports  of  Committees. 

4.  Other  communications  in  writing. 

5.  Unfinished  business. 

6.  New  business. 

7.  Election  of  officers  for  next  year,  when  necessary. 

8.  Discussion  of  general  questions  proposed  by  members. 


.  • 


